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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the 

Ely  Urban  District  Council 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  privilege  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1967,  the  year  during  the 
greater  part  of  which  the  Public  Health  Department  was  under  the 
direction  of  my  predecessor,  Dr.  K.S.  Mauric e-Smith,  until  his  death 
in  October  of  that  year.  I take  this  opportunity  to  apologise  for  the 
late  appearance  of  this  report  but  in  the  circumstances  it  could 
hardly  have  been  avoided. 

It  is  not  easy  to  write  a report  relating  to  a year  that 
expired  well  before  I took  up  my  appointment,  but  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  always  relies  heavily  upon  information  which  is  kept,  assem- 
bled and  made  available  to  him  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  this  information  has  been  most  generously  provided  for  me. 

On  this  occasion  I do  not  propose  to  comment  in  detail  upon 
the  information  before  me. 


Vital  Statistics 


Even  when  corrected  for  population  structure  I note  that  the 
rates  for  both  births  and  deaths  show  a considerable  difference  from 
the  National  Rates.  No  significant  conclusion  can  be  drawn  from  this 
however,  as  where  numbers  are  small,  rates  may  be  expected  to  fluctuate 
quite  widely. 


Infectious  Diseases 


I note  that  whereas  25  cases  of  measles  were  notified  in 
1966,  164  were  notified  in  1967.  The  incidence-  of  measles  is  said  to 
show  a biennial  peak  but  of  course  the  accuracy  and  validity  of  the 
records  depends  upon  the  completeness  of  the  notifications.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  in  general  the  only  medical  practitioners  in  a posi- 
tion to  notify  infectious  diseases  are  the  family  doctors,  who  are 
already  overburdened  with  their  other  work. 

I have  no  record  of  any  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  being 
notified  in  1967.  The  register  now  reads :- 
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Tuberculosis  Register 


Male  1 

‘ Female  i 

Respiratory 

15 

8 ! 

Non-Respiratory 

: ! i i 

Environmental  Circumstances 

The  relevant  records  and  statistics  appear  in  the  Report  of 
the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  together  with  his  comments. 

I understand  that  throughout  1967  the  post  of  Additional 
Public  Health  Inspector  remained  vacant  and  that  the  part  time  help 
of  a vcterircry  surgeon  for  meat  inspection  was  not  obtained  until 
June.  In  these  circumstances  it  was  not  possible  for  your  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  even  to  keep  a complete  record  of  the  work 
that  was  actually  done,  far  less  cover  all  the  work  statutorily  laid 
on  his  shoulders.  For  instance  in  the  matter  of  food  hygiene  alone 
there  are  142  premises  upon  which  food  for  the  Public's  consumption  is 
handled,  only  one  of  which  is  adequately  visited  and  that  only  because 
100  per  cent  meat  inspection  is  now  obligatory.  It  is  indeed  most 
fortunate  that  no  major  public  health  disaster  has  occurred  during 
this  period,  as  it  may  well  have  been  impossible  for  the  Department 
to  have  dealt  with  it  with  speed  and  efficiency.  Your  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  is  to  be  congratulated  on  bearing  the  burden  as  well 
as  he  has.  I appreciate  your  consideration  in  waiting  for  me  to  take 
up  my  appointment  but  regret  that  the  delay  in  dealing  with  this  most 
important  matter  has  already  extended  to  nigh  on  years.  I very  much 
hope  that  the  Council  will  now  give  the  most  urgent  attention  to  this 
vital  matter. 

In  my  comments  I have  to  some  extent  anticipated  my  appoint- 
ment since  the  period  covered  by  this  Report  was  completed  eight 
months  before  I took  up  my  post.  If  you  will  allow  me  one  further 
anticipation  I vrould  like  to  thank  you  Mr.  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Council  for  your  welcome  to  the  City  of  Ely. 

I an,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

B.W.M.  Macartney. 


December  1968 


2 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Dr.  K.S.  Mauri ce-Smith  died  15th  October,  1967 
Dr.  M.E.  Hocken  from  October  1967. 

Public  Health  Inspector 

During  the  year  Mr.  Bryan  continued  as  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector. 


Laboratory  Facilities 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  are 
made  by  the  Public  Analyst  at  Cambridge.  The  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Cambridge,  undertake  bacteriological  and  biological 
examinations  of  milk  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  water 
samples,  and  all  necessary  examinations  in  cases  of  infectious 
diseases. 


Hospitals 


The  District  is  served  by  hospitals  of  the  East  Anglian 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

i)  f - i)'  Tower  Hospital 

ii)  St.  John's  Hospital 

iii)  Grange  Maternity  Home 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  sent 
to  Cambridge  City  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  area  is  very  fortunate  in  being  able  to  be  helped 
by  the  extensive  and  willing  services  of  the  R.A.P.  Hospital  Ely. 


Afabulance  Service 


Txtfo  ambulances  are  stationed  at  Ely,  both  being  operated 
by  the  Cambridgeshire  and  Isle  of  Ely  County  Council. 

The  Littleport  St.  John  Ambulance  continues  to  work 
under  the  agency  agreement  with  the  County  Council.  This  vehicle 
serves  the  local  area  and  those  areas  adjoining  when  necessary  and 
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is  manned  and  run  by  local  St.  John  members. 

Assistance  is  given  on  occasions  by  members  of  the 
Ely  St.  John  Ambulance  Division. 


Nursing  Services 

These,  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  - 
details  in  Appendix  ’A’ . 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (INFECTIOUS  DISEASE)  REGULATIONS.  1953 

As  far  as  I know  we  have  not  taken  any  action  with- 
regard  to  the  ’’Carriers"  of  food  poisoning  infections. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948.  SECTION  31  (as  amended) 

Meals  on  Wheels 


Organised  by  the  W.R.V.S.  and  meals  are  delivered 
three  times  a week. 

Sections  47  and  50 

As  far  as  I am  aware  no  action  was  required  under 
either  of  these  Sections. 
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Ely  Urban  District  Council 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

(The  mid-year  home  population  is  used 

for  the  statistical  calculations) 


Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ..  .. 

73 

132 

Illegitimate  ,.  . , 

5 

6 

Totals  .*  ,, 

78 

138 

l rate  per  thousand 

estimated  population  

13.8 

l rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.97)  .. 

• • i • • • 

13.4 

l rate  per  thousand 

population  (England  and  Wales) 

• . 4 . 4 4 

17.2 

. Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . , 
Illegitimate 

Totals 


Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births . 7.0 

Rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births  (England  and  Wales)  14.8 

Male  Female  Total 

Deaths 62  72  134 

Death  rate  per  thousand  estimated  population  ..  13.4 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.60)  ..  ..  . . ..  8.0 

Death  rate  per  thousand  population  (England  and  Wales)  ..  ..  ..  11.2 


Infant  Mortality  Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  cf  age 

Male  Female 

Legitimate  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2(2)  2(l) 

Illegitimate  - - 

Totals  ...... ? ? 


Total 

4(3) 


(Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  are  shown  in  brackets) 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (infant  deaths  under  one  year  per  thousand 

live  births)  . , .. , • 29.0 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales)  ..  ..  18.3 
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Neonatal  Mortality  rate  (infant  deaths  under  four  weeks 

per  thousand  live  births)  ..  ••  «•  • • ••  ..  22.0 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  rate  (infant  deaths  under  one 

week  combined  per  thousand  live  and  still  births)  8.0 
Perinatal  Mortality  rate  (Still  births  and  deaths  under 

one  week  combined  per  thousand  live  and  still  births)  14.0 
Legitimate  Infant  Mortality  rate  per  thousand  legitimate 

live  births  ..  30.0 

Illegitimate  Infant  Mortality  rate  per  thousand  illegiti- 
mate live  births  ..  . . ..  ..  Nil 

Maternal  deaths  (Deaths  ascribed  to  pregnancy,  childbirth 

and  abortion)  ..  . . . . . . Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  thousand  live  and  still 

births  ...  ..  ..  . ..  Nil 

Deaths  from  cancer 24 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  .,  ..  ..  16 


Table  Classifying  Deaths  under 

Age  Grouns 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  4 weeks  . . . , 

1 

3 

4 weeks 

and 

under 

1 year  ..  . 

1 

1 

1 year  and  under 

5 years  . 

1 

1 

5 years 

and 

under 

15 

years  . 

- 

1 

15  years 

and 

under 

25 

years  . 

• • • • • *" 

- 

- 

25  years 

and 

under 

35 

years  . 

- 

1 

35  years 

and 

under 

45 

years  • 

- 

1 

45  years 

and 

under 

55 

years  . 

1 

6 

55  years 

and 

under 

65 

years  • •. 

6 . 

5 

11 

65  years 

and 

under 

75 

years  • 

17 

32 

75  years 

and 

over 

46 

77 

Totals 

72 

134 

- *— 

' 

ZZZZ z 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS,  1967 


Age  in  Years 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

i 

' Acute  Poliomyelitis 
j Paralytic  Non-Paralytic 

Dysentery 

Measles 

Totals 

Under  1 

year 

— 

— 

j 

- 

— 

■i 

5 

5 

1 - 

- 

2 

! 

- 

- 

19 

21 

2 - 

tt 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

16 

17 

3 - 

u 

. 

2 

- 

- 

- 

20 

22 

4 - 

II 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25 

25 

5-9 

II 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

74 

78 

10  - 14 

II 

- 

- 

. 

- 

- 

2 

2 

15  - 24 

II 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

2 

2 

25  and  over 

i 

** 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Age  Unknown 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

i 

I 

. j 

9 

_ 

*■* 

1 

164 

174 

Age  in  Years 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

— 

Erysipelas 

Food 

Poisoning 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Para- 

typhoid 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Totals 

Under  5 year 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

5-14  " 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 44  " 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

45  - 64  " 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

65  and  over 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Totals 

2 | 
L 

1 

1 

. 

1 

| 

- 

- 1 

5 

1 
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Appendix  to 


M.O.H.'s  Report 


December  1968 


NURSING  ERVICES  FOR  ELY  URBAN  DISTRICT 
g TIDED  BY  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics 


Domiciliary  Midwives'  Clinic 


1st  & 3rd 
Thursdajr 
2-4  p.m. 


St.  Mary's 
Clinic,  Ely 


Grange  Maternity  Home 


Weekly  St.  Mary's 

Clinic,  Ely 


General  Practitioners  hold  ante-natal  clinics  in  their  own 
surgeries. 


Mothercraft  Classes 


Classes  are  held  fortnightly  at  St.  Mary's  Clinic 
and  attended  hy  patients  from  Ely  Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics 


Wednesday 

Weekly 

St.  Mary's  2 - 4.30 
Clinic  p.m. 

Asst.  M.O.  attends 
1st  & 3rd  Wednesdays 

Attended  by  Ely  Health  Visitors 
voluntary  helpers 

and 

Friday 

3rd 

R.A.F.  2 - 4.30 

Hospital  p.m.  j 

. Attended  by  Health 
Visitor  from  Ely 

Geriatric  Visiting 

This  is  undertaken  by  Ely  Health  Visitor  in  close 
liaison  with  Chesterton  Hospital  and  the  Tower  Hospital,  Ely. 


Chiropody  Service 

Organised  by  the  Ely  Nursing  Trust. 


Health  Visiting  and  School  Nursing 

This  is  undertaken  by  the  Ely  Health  Visitors. 
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Mothercraft  Talks 


Talks  are  given  to  certain  schoolchildren  hy  arrange 
ment  with  the  Head  Teachers. 


District  Fur sing  and  Midwifery  Service 

Two  district  nurse  midwives  are  employed  in  the  area, 
and  one  part  time  general  nurse.  A male  nurse  is  also  employed 
who  in  addition  undertakes  a certain  amount  of  work  on  the  rural 
area. 


Eye  Clinics 

Clinics  are  held  regularly  attended  hy  Dr.  Perrers- 

Taylor. 
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REPORT 


of  the 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


J.¥.  Bryan,  M.R.S.H. ,M.A.P.H.I . , 
Department  of  Public  Health, 
Urban  Council  Offices, 

Ely,  Cambs. 

Tel.  No.  Ely  299l/2 


1.  HOUSING 


a)  Number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  or  in  a condition 
predjudicial  to  health . . . 80 

b)  Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  3 

c)  Number  of  reports  made  to  the  local  authority  with  a 
view  to:- 

(i)  The  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution 

of  works  Nil 

(ii)  The  making  of  demolition  orders  ..  ' 11 

(iii)  The  making  of  closing  orders  1 

(iv)  The  making  of  closing  orders  on  part  of  a 

building  ..  . Nil 

(v)  Voluntary  undertakings  not  to  relet  and  to 

demolish  when  required  Nil 

(vi)  Demolition  order  substituted  by  a closing 

order  *.  Nil 

(vii)  One  Clearance  Area  was  declared  and  a 

Clearance  Order  made,  this  involved  3 houses. 

d)  Number  of  formal  notices  served  requiring  execution 

of  works  Nil 

e)  Number  of  houses  demolished  22 

f Number  of  houses  closed  ..  ..  1 

Part  of  building  closed  ».  Nil 

Persons  displaced  . . ..  ..  13 

Families  displaced  ...  • . . . 4 

f)  Number  of  houses  made  fit  . . ..  ..  ..  1 

g)  Number  of  formal  notices  served  under  the  Public 

Health  Act  1936  Nil 

h)  Inspection  referring  to  Certificate  of  Disrepair  ..  1 

i)  Improvement  Grants  made.  (Financial  year  to  31st  March  1968) 

Discretionary  =21  £4,463.  4.7 

Standard  = 16  ..  £2,884.11.8 


Total  £7,347.16.3 


Council  houses  improved  by  aid  of  grant  = 35 
New  Dwellings 

23  houses  and  1 bungalow  were  built  by  private  enter- 
prise during  the  year.  The  Local  Authority  built  only  three 
houses  for  sale. 
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It  would  be  more  suitable  for  slum  clearance  rehousing 
purposes  and  for  rehousing  of  old  people  if  a regular  supply  of 
houses  and  bungalows  or  flats  were  erected  each  year  rather  than 
several  years  with  few  or  none  and  then  a considerable  number 
available  in  a comparatively  short  time. 

FOOD 

Premises 

a)  (i)  16  premises  are  registered  for  the  preparation  of 

sausages  and  preserved  food. 

(ii)  54  premises  are  registered  for  storage  and  sale  of 
ice  cream.  There  is  no  ice  cream  manuafaotured  for 
sale  in  the  area. 

(iii)  The  following  are  food  handling  premises  in  the  area:- 


Bakehouses  ..  4 

Brewery ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Butchers  ..  9 

Cafes  & Restaurants  ..  11 

Chemists  4 

Clubs  ..  ..  ..  10 

Confectioners ..  ,.  ..  16 

Dairy  . . 1 

Fish  & Chip  Shops  ..  ..  5 

Greengrocers  6 

Grocers  & General  Stores  28 

Hospitals  & Hones  4 

Off  Licences  ..  ..  ..  2 

Public  Houses  ••  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  24 

Slaughterhouse.  ..  1 

School  Kitchens  ..  5 

Supermarkets  ..  ..  ..  . . a . ..  ..  2 

Vegetable  Washing  . . ..  ..  2 

Wet  Fish  Shop 1 

Wholesale  Warehouses  ..  ..  *.  ..  2 

Works  Canteens  ..  ..  4 


Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  post  of  Additional  Public 
Health  Inspector  was  vacant  very  little  work  has  been  done  in 
regard  to  Food  Hygiene  and  inspection  of  food  premises.  The 
exception  being  with  meat  inspection  where  100  per  cent  inspection 
had  to  be  maintained.  A Veterinary  Surgeon  in  private  practice 
was  appointed  to  assist  on  a part  time  basis. 

Considerable  improvements  were  made  at  the  slaughterhouse. 
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The  Pood  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery 
Vehicles)  Regulations  1966  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January 
1967.  The  Council  declined  to  provide  additional  washing  facili- 
ties in  public  conveniences  or  portable  facilities  for  use  by 
stall-holders  on  the  weekly  market.  All  food  stalls  were 
inspected  and  the  requirements  explained  to  the  occupiers. 

Pood  Complaints 

Two  complaints  regarding  mouldy  food  were  dealt  with 
during  the  year  and  although  no  prosecutions  were  instituted,  it 
was  apparent  during  investigation  that  the  necessary  coding  by 
the  shop  keeper  of  perishable  goods  with  a short  shelf  life  was 
not  being  operated.  It  is  essential  that  items,  such  as  bread, 
and  other*  wrapped  confectionery,  pork  pios,  pasties,  sausages 
etc.  are  coded  on  arrival  at  the  shop  by  the  staff  and  that  the 
stock  is  checked  daily  and  rotated.  All  manufacturers  should 
inform  retailers  of  the  expected  shelf  life  of  perishable  goods 
so  that  rotation  of  stock  will  include  a withdrawal  from  sale 
when  this  period  expires  as  well  as  ensuring  that  which  is 
delivered  first  is  sold  first. 


Poultry 


There  are  no  poultry  processing  plants  within  the 
District.  The  auction  of  live  and  dead  poultry  takes  place  at 
the  local  cattle  market,  but  even  so  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  was  refused  permission  to  attend  the  course  in  Poultry 
Inspection  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Meat  Inspection 


Animals  inspected  by  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

Pull  inspection  duties  1st  January  - 6th  June  1967 
Part  inspection  duties  7th  June  - 31st  December  1967 
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Meat  Inspection 




— - 

Cattle 
exclud- 
ing Cove 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

J 

Pigs  | 

: Number  slaughtered 
j for  sale  for 
| human  consumption 

617 

Nil 

Nil 

605 

2714 

Number  fully- 
inspected  and 
stamped 

617 

Nil 

Nil 

605 

2714 

. . . 

Number  not 
inspected 

Nil 

Nil 

k 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

All  diseases 
except  tuberculosis 
and  cysticercosis 
whole  carcases 
found  unfit 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

- - - - 

5 

m | 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  found  unfit 

i > 

160 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

! 

259  ] 

Percentage  of  the 
Number  inspected 
which  were  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 
and  cystic erus 
bovis 

26.0$ 

Nil 

Nil 

. 

0.65$ 

t” 

! 

| 

j 

8.8$ 

Tuberculosis  only 

| Whole  carcases 
j found  unfit 

Nil 

’ 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

n 

f 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
j was  found  unfit 

6 

1 

| 

Nil 

i 

Nil 

Nil 

| 

22 
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Meat  Inspection  Period  1st  January  - 51st  December  1967 


! 

. 

Cattle 
exclud- 
ing Cbws 

Cows 

C 

Calves 

i 

! Sheep 
and 
Lambs 

~ •'  1 ■ 

Pigs 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

J 

0.97?' 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.88$ 

Cysticercosis 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  found  -unfit 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

l 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Mil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generally  and 
totally  found 
unfit 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil  | 

Nil 

Nil 

Meat  and  Offal  Unfit 


Bovine 

Porcine 

Ovine 

Total  Weight 

Livers 

136 

192 

2 

1405  lbs. 

Lungs 

9 

18 

90  lbs. 

Kidneys 

1 

16 

4i  lbs. 

Hearts 

4 

31 

24  lbs. 

Intestines 

1 

9 

1 

104  lbs. 

Mesenteric  Fat 

5 

11 

1 

JOj  lbs. 

Heads 

5 

15 

- 

330  lbs. 

Spleens 

2 

4 

- 

3 lbs. 

Skirt 

3 

- 

- 

6 lbs . 

Tongue 

3 

4 

— 

78  lbs. 

Pig  Loin 

1 

- 

*2  l 

" Leg 

i 

_ 

2 

; 

71  lbs. 

The  whole  carcase  condemned  was  affected  with  Eosinophilic  myositis. 
Inspection  charges  recoverable  £194  Os.  Gd. 
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Unsound  Food 


The  following  food  commodities  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  during  the  year  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Article 

Quantity 

Weight 

tons 

cwts 

qtrs 

lbs 

ogs 

Corned  Beef 

97  tins 

2 

1 

4 

4 

Jellied  Veal 

5 tins 

5 

25 

1 

Ham 

50  tins 

1 

2 

- 

Luncheon  Meat 

5 tins 

3 

12 

Beef 

33  tins 

2 

12 

7t 

Pork 

50  tins 

1 

4 

1 

2 

Tongue 

22  tins 

23 

- 

Chicken 

2 tins 

6 

8 

Stewed  Steak 

37  tins 

1 

6 

11 

Tinned  Fruit 

1289  tins 

1 

1 

4 

11 

Qk 

Tinned  Vegetables 

856  tins 

6 

7 

9 

Tinned  Fish 

209  tins 

4 

15 

4 

Jam 

32  jars 

1 

15 

8 

Creamed  Rice 

27  tins 

1 

2 

6 

Soup 

5 tins 

3 

14 

Evaporated  Milk 
Various  Tinned 

48  tins 

Products 

43  tins 

1 

10 

8 

Marzipan 

210  pkts 

3 

21 

- 

The  following  commodities  were  destroyed  on  request. 


Fruit  Juices 
Ice  Cream 


Luncheon  Meat 


105  tins  18  galls  1 pint  9 fluid  ozs 
250  - " -3d  blocks 

227  - 4d  blocks 

113  - 6d  blocks 

101  - 9d  blocks 

'21  - l/-  blocks 
74  - l/6  blocks 
32-2/3  blocks 
69-2/6  blocks 
1 - 7/6  block 


392  tins 


2 cwts  1 qtr  3" Iks  9 ozs. 


15 


WATER  SUPPLY 


A wholesome  chlorinated  water  supply  is  supplied  hy 
the  Ely,  Mildenhall  and  Newmarket  Water  Board  from  boreholes 
at  Isleham  and  pumped  to  Ely.  The  average  daily  output  during 
the  year  was  675,158  gallons.  39  samples  prior  to  chlorination 
were  taken  for  bacteriological  .examination  and  all  were  reported 
upon  as  good. 

The  Engineer  also  forwarded  the  results  of  samples 
taken  specifically  to  ascertain  the  lead  content  of  the  public 
water  supply.  Although  the  samples  were  satisfactory  one  high 
result  was  further  investigated  and  was  found  to  be  from  premises 
vacant  for  a considerable  time  and  since  demolished.  The  water 
supply  haa  no  plumbo -solvent  (lead  dissolving)  properties. 

However,  where  lead  pipes  are  in  use  it  is  always 
advisable  to  run  taps  before  use  in  the  mornings,  do  not  use  the 
hot  water  system  for  drinking  purposes  including  filling  kettles, 
and  run  taps  thoroughly  after  the  house  has  been  unoccupied. 

Typical rResults  of  Analysis  of  Public  Supplies 


j ■ . ...  ■■■  '1 

Test  taken  10.11.67 

Isleham  j 

Physical  Characters 

Good 

! Reaction 

pH  7.2 

J Parts  per  million 

Chloride 

35 

Residual  Chlorine 

- 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.15 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

- 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hrs  at  37°C 

0.10 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

16 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Absent 

Poisonous  Metals 

Absent 

Total  Hardness 

310 

Iron 

Absent 

Fluoride 

L.T.0.1. 

Bacteriological  Examination 

Coliform  organisms  in  100  mis. 

- 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per 

ml.  developing  at  37°C 

- 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per 

i 

ml.  developing  at  21°C 

i 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Some  449  non-agricultural  premises  were  inspected  and 
the  total  of  infestations  and  re-infestations  was  451  for  rats 
and  75  for  mice.  All  these  infestations  were  treated,  generally 
free  of  charge. 

Agricultural  premises  are  not  treated  hy  the  Local 
Authority  hut  32  inspections  revealed  37  infestations. 


Rat  Free  Town  Plan 


The  permanent  baiting  points  on  the  perimeter  of  the 
built  up  area  were  reappraised  and  re-sited  as  necessary  being 
reduced  to  91  points. 

These  were  visited  5 times  ( a reduction  owing  to  foot 
and  mouth  disease  restrictions)  and  295  points  were  recorded 
showing  37  complete  takes,  133  part  takes,  and  125  no  takes. 

There  were  also  8 permanent  baiting  points  set  up 
within  the  zone  in  areas  where  there  had  been  persistant 
re-infestations . 

From  the  records  of  treatments  in  this  zone  over  the 
past  five  years,  i.e.  1963  - 224;  1964  - 227;  1965  - 227; 

1966  - 178;  1967  - 100,  it  is  clear  that  there  has  been  a 
reduction  of  infestations  within  the  built  up  area,  due  in  my 
opinion  to  the  permanent  baiting  points  which  were  commenced 
in  January  1965.  This  opinion  is  further  substantiated  by 
comparison  of  the  following  treatments  for  rats  in  non- 
agricultural  premises. 

1966  Total  treatments  = 269  of  which  178  within  the  zone. 

1967  Total  treatments  e 451  of  which  100  within  the  zone. 


Farm  rats 


There  has  been  a large  increase  in  rats  on  farms,  due 
mainly  to  modern  methods  of  agriculture.  Mechanical  harvesting 
leaves  a considerable  amount  of  food  on  the  ground.  In  this 
area  especially  the  sugar  beet  harvester  tops  the  beet  and 
discards  it  on  the  ground,  A portion  of  the  crown  is  also  topped 
which  is  an  attractive  food  for  rats. 
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The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  requested  each  Local 
Authority  to  consider  what  especial  steps  could  be  taken  to 
combat  this  menace,  in  addition  to  the  publicity  the  Ministry 
were  issuing. 

This  Council  although  not  able  to  carry  out  any  contract 
work  on  farms  offered,  through  the  National  Farmers  Union,  to 
give  lectures  to  farm  workers  on  "Rodent  Control".  This  approach 
had  no  tangible  result. 

The  Local  Authority  have  a duty  to  inspect  premises 
and  require  owners  or  occupiers  to  carry  out  work  to  kill  rats. 
This  provision  is  extremely  difficult  to  enforce,  in  one 
particular  case  it  was  stated  by  an  occupier  that  poisoning 
should  be  carried  out  in  late  January  and  February  when  food 
became  scarce.  The  point  that  rat  control  on  agricultural  land 
should  be  continuous  from  October  until  March  had  to  be  "hammered 
home" . 


The  Ministry  must  give  serious  consideration  as  to 
whether  the  existing  means  of  combating  this  menace  are  effec- 
tive. Until  1953  the  Ministry  provided  a contract  service  for 
farmers,  although  not  all  farmers  took  advantage  of  this.  This 
was  discontinued  on  the  basis  that  the  Ministry  provides  advisory 
services  and  not  trading  services.  Some  local  authorities  took 
over  these  contracts. 

At  the  present  time  farmers  receive  a grant  for  any 
work  done  with  regard  to  rabbits  and  pigeons,  and  work  against 
the  coypu  was  grant  aided.  Although  these  affect  growing  crops 
more  than  the  rat,  surely  the  latter  must  be  considered  the 
greater  menace.  ¥hy  is  it  then  that  grants  are  not  made  to  the 
farmer  for  rat  control? 

It  has  been  suggested  that  local  authorities  could  do 
the  work,  but  some  councils  will  receive  no  additional  grant  if 
they  increase  their  services  and  will  have  to  bear  the  full  cost. 
I am  well  aware  that  to  suggest  a farmer  should  receive  such  a 
grant  will  be  warmly  welcomed  by  them,  but  if  local  authorities 
enforcement  powers  are  so  unwieldy  a grant  may  be  the  only  way 
to  obtain  permanent  results. 

p. 
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Rat  Disease 


Due  to  the  increase  in  rats  on  farms  mention  should 
also  he  made  of  Weil’s  Disease  which  is  a common  infection  of 
rats,  and  man  becomes  infected  by  contact  with  water  or  other 
solid  objects  which  have  been  recently  fouled  by  rats  urine. 

The  infection  may  occur  through  abrasions  of  the  skin  or  through 
the  mucous  membrance  of  the  mouth  or  gullet.  Although  most 
cases  of  the  disease  occur  amongst  miners  and  sewer  workers  any 
occupation  which  may  involve  contact  with  rats  urine  carries  a 
risk.  Agricultural  workers  may  therefore  be  at  a slight  risk 
and  it  follows  that  an  increase  in  farm  rats  increases  this 
risk. 


Precautions  to  be  taken  include  wearing  rubber  or 
plastic  gloves,  cover  cuts  and  abrasions  with  waterproof 
adhesive  plasters  and  wash  thoroughly  after  work  and  before 
eating  and  drinking. 


Disinfestation 


The  following  treatments  were  also  carried  out:- 
Wasps  63;  Ants  29;  Dry  Rot  2;  Cockroaches  14;  Bats  2;  and  on 
Local  Authority  land  Rabbits  6;  and  Moles  3* 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 

2 licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 


Raw  Pet  Meat 


As  a result  of  a Salmonella  food  poisoning  case  in 
an  adjacent  area  raw  pet  meat  sold  in  the  town  came  under 
suspicion.  Swab  tests  were  taken  from  a retailor’s  refrigerator 
and  from  the  raw  pet  meat  on  sale,  these  Bwabs  were  reported  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  as  positive  with  Salmonella 
typhimurium.  With  the  co-operation  of  the  retailer  these  swab 
tests  continued  for  several  weeks  and  further  positive  reports 
indicated  that  the  refrigerator  continued  to  be  contaminated, 
as  were  further  fresh  supplies  of  meat  received  from  the  knackerb 
yard. 

Raw  pet  meat  from  a knackex’s  yard  is  allowed  to  be  sold 
except  that  it  must  be  stained,  usually  a green  colour.  Some  of 
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the  animals  slaughtered  in  the  knacker’s  yard  are  diseased  and, 
as  in  this  case,  with  organisms  which  can  infect  humans. 

Persons  preparing  and  giving  raw  pet  meat  to  animals  should 
observe  the  utmost  hygiene  with  regard  to  the  storage  of  the 
pet  meat,  the  utensils  used,  and  before  preparing  food  for 
human  consumption.  Any  risk  would  be  eliminated  if  knacker 
meat  was  required  to  be  sterilised  before  sale. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

2 prior  approvals  for  installation  of  furnaces  were 
given  and  2 notifications  were  received. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  1960 

Two  complaints  were  received,  one  regarding  a donkey 
braying  - the  owner  removing  the  animal,  secondly  about  a dry 
(concrete)  batching  plant.  This  complaint  by  neighbouring 
residents  received  some  publicity  and  the  management  immediately 
and  voluntarily  carried  out  work  to  abate  any  nuisance. 

No  inspector  was  sent  on  a "Noise  Control"  course  as 
recommended. 


RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT  1951 

There  are  no  registered  premises  in  the  district. 


CARAVANS 


The  Council's  caravan  site  with  10  standings  continues 
to  satisfy  a demand  for  caravans  within  the  area. 

OFFICES  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  I960 

The  enforcement  of  this  Act  is  subject  to  a special 
report  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Labour. 

Employers  have  currently  notified  965  persons  employed 
in  188  premises  including  11  notifications  received  during  the 
year.  43  premises  received  a general  inspection  and  82  visits 
were  made. 
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FACTORIES 


There  are  some  58  power  factories  in  the  district. 

One  firm  mortified  the  employment  of  50  outworkers  for 
manufacturing  decorative  lampshades,  33  of  these  outworkers  are 
resident  in  the  Urban  District.  Details  of  the  others  were 
forwarded  to  the  Local  Authorities  in  whose  area  they  reside. 

RADIOACTIVE  SUBSTANCES  ACT  I960 

One  firm  is  registered  to  keep  and  use  radioactive 
material  at  premises  within  the  District. 
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